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they with their companions agreed in an affection
and admiration for Wilson which amounted to love.

What they did has become part of the history
of England, perhaps of the human race, .as much
as Columbus or the Elizabethans, David, Hector
or Ulysses. They are an epic.

What was it then that gave Bill such a position
among such men ? Looking back, I am sure it was
character, combined with an immensely high stand-
ard of work, most unselfishly done ; men such as I
have named have an intuitive recognition that there
is something good in a man like Bill. But at the
time I had not the curiosity to inquire. During those
two years, mostly sledging, when Bill and I lived in
daily companionship I feel now that I wasted a lot
of time. I knew him straight away as a famous
explorer, a tried naturalist and artist, and no doubt
a skilled doctor, and accepted him as such. Sledg-
ing we discussed the Discovery Expedition and
various polar and outside problems for weeks, and
then when we had been out for some time conver-
sation became less and less until we spent as a
party many days with hardly a word beyond the
usual * Gamp,' * Time to get up,' and so on. We
reached a time when if someone started a new topic
it was a relief to get away from thoughts of food
and crevasses and tracks and distances and dep6ts
and weather and frost-bites. If I had that time
over again I should want to find out from Bill how
he grew up, why he thought this and that, and I
might have learned 'something of the great faith
which I now believe was at the foundation of his
greatness and how it came. All this I hope to
learn now from this book.